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Warsaw, 8th December 2025 

 

 

Response of the Green REV Institute to the UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and 

Climate Change 

Subject: Report on transforming food systems to protect human rights and prevent climate harm 

 

Organization: Green REV Institute (Initiator of Safe Food Federation) 

Green REV Institute is a leading Polish and European think-tank and watchdog organization 

dedicated to accelerating the just transition of food systems towards plant-based and 

agroecological models. Green REV Institute’s mission is to ensure the Right to Health, the 

Right to a Clean Environment, and the Right to Safe Food for all, in light of the 

interconnected planetary crises (climate, biodiversity, public health). 

Green REV Institute pursues its mission through: 

1. Legal and Political Advocacy.  Initiating legislative changes at the national and 

European levels (e.g., through the activities of its founder, Dr. Sylwia Spurek, in the 

European Parliament, including the motion for a resolution on the health impact of 

industrial farms). 

2. Watchdog Activities (e.g., the AgriWatch Program): Monitoring and analyzing the 

expenditure of public funds on agriculture and the food system (as detailed in the 

AgriWatch 2025 Report), aiming to increase the transparency and accountability of 

public and private institutions. 
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3. Coalition Building. Creating intersectional alliances (e.g., Safe Food Federation) that 

combine climate, health, social, and human rights perspectives to exert systemic pressure. 

4. Research and Education. Conducting in-depth analyses (e.g., Meat us half way on retail 

chains; analysis of collective catering in schools) and educating the public, especially 

youth, about the necessity of transitioning to a plant-based diet as a key element in 

preventing climate harm and achieving sustainable development goals. 

Green REV Institute works for a world where the food system protects, rather than violates, 

human rights and the climate system. Our main programmes include: Plant Based School, Safe 

Food Federation, Film Programme, European Vegan Summit, Safe Food Portal & Safe Food 

Magazine.  

Email Address: Anna Spurek, CEO anna@greenrev.org 

 

General question. Specific human rights violations 

Human rights are particularly violated within the context of current animal-based food systems 

(including intensive animal farming, industrial fishing and aquaculture) due to associated 

environmental degradation, public health and a lack of transparency. 

The most affected groups and violated rights: 

1. Children (in the context of intergenerational justice). Exposure to unhealthy diets 

promoted by the system and to the devastating consequences of the climate crisis (in line 

with the right to a clean, healthy, and sustainable environment). Green REV Institute's 

2024 analysis1 of menus from over 1,000 primary schools in Poland showed that public 

catering often fails to promote healthy and sustainable plant-based diets. 

 
1 https://bezpiecznazywnosc.org/2025/03/10/7107-2/ 

https://bezpiecznazywnosc.org/2025/03/10/7107-2/
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2. Consumers. The Right to Information and the Right to Health are violated. As 

highlighted in the Meat us half Way report (Green REVInstitute, 2023), leading retail 

chains in Poland avoid transparency regarding Scope 3 emissions from animal product 

sales and actively promote meat and dairy, thus "condemning" consumers to choices 

harmful to both health and the climate2. 

3. Indigenous peoples, communities in rural areas, local communities. Loss of land, 

water, food sovereignty, and traditional knowledge due to the expansion of feed 

monocultures. Violation of the Right to Self-Determination, Right to Food, and Right 

to Health. 

4. Youth and adolescents: Qualitative research3 (FGI) conducted with young people (15-

18 years old) in Poland indicates that they "feel like victims of the system" and urgently 

need systemic support to access safe, healthy food. 

5. Rural workers. Exposure to pollution, hazardous working conditions, and violation of 

Labour Rights in the industrial farming sector. 

6. People living near industrial farms (Polesie communities): Violation of the Right to 

Health, Right to a Clean and Healthy Environment, and Right to Family Life. As 

outlined in the Motion for a Resolution B9-0306/20234 by Dr. Sylwia Spurek (MEP 

2019-2024 and Green REV Institute Founder) and colleagues, the operation of animal 

agriculture holdings directly undermines these rights due to: 

a. Toxic emissions. Odour emissions, hydrogen sulphide production, and high 

concentrations of particulate matter. 

b. Air and water pollution. 90% of ammonia in Europe comes from animal 

agriculture holdings, and the sector is responsible for 73% of agricultural water 

pollution. 

 
2 https://bezpiecznazywnosc.org/2024/01/04/en-raport-meat-us-half-way/ 
3 https://bezpiecznazywnosc.org/2025/09/25/magazyn-bezpieczna-zywnosc-nr-2/ 
4 https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/B-9-2023-0306_EN.html 

https://bezpiecznazywnosc.org/2024/01/04/en-raport-meat-us-half-way/
https://bezpiecznazywnosc.org/2025/09/25/magazyn-bezpieczna-zywnosc-nr-2/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/B-9-2023-0306_EN.html
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c. Health Threats. Farms are a source of bacteria and viruses, increasing the risk of 

zoonotic diseases.5   

The role of food systems in climate mitigation, adaptation, and loss and damage 

Scientific knowledge and conclusions (children and youth): 

a. Systemic transformation priority. Scientific evidence (IPCC, FAO) necessitates an 

immediate and just transition of food systems toward plant-based and agroecological 

models, as industrial agriculture accounts for at least 25% of global GHG emissions. 

b. Recommendations for public institutions. State actions must include regulating the 

food environment, especially in public institutions. The findings from the Polish school 

menu analysis (2024) demonstrate the need for regulating public procurement and 

subsidizing plant-based food in schools to protect children's Right to Health and a Safe 

Future. 

Which areas of international law support the transformation of food systems: 

a. The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). Children are arguably the 

group most impacted by the existing food system and environmental degradation. The 

UNCRC - which has been ratified by 196 States, i.e., almost all countries in the world - 

expressly recognises children’s right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment and 

requires States immediately to “transform industrial agriculture and fisheries to 

produce healthy and sustainable food” (General Comment 26, paragraphs 63-65).  

Good practices and experiences: 

a. Engaged movement building (intersectional coalition): A good practice at the national 

and regional level is building an intersectional coalition committed to food system 

transition, such as the Green REV Institute - Safe Food Federation. This coalition 

 
5 ksiega - White Paper: Stench, blood and tears by dr. Sylwia Spurek (2022) 

http://wolniodferm.pl/ksiega
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connects climate, animal rights, public health, and human rights issues, actively 

mobilizing young leaders (the number of cooperating youth organizations increased from 

17 to 37 in 2023). 

Challenges and opportunities of de-fossilizing food systems 

Challenges and obstructionism 

a. Fossil fuel dependence: Industrial agriculture is heavily dependent on fossil fuels 

(synthetic nitrogen fertilizers, pesticides, and plastics). 

b. Disinformation and obstruction: The obstructive actions of fossil fuel companies and 

agribusiness include minimizing their climate impact, concealing Scope 3 emissions 

across their supply chains, and engaging in greenwashing. These actions intentionally 

delay de-fossilization and violate consumers' Right to Information. 

Finance and technology 

Public control mechanisms and human rights: 

a. Financial transparency challenge. In the context of a just transition, a key challenge is 

the lack of transparency and effective public control mechanisms over the spending 

of funds on the food system. As confirmed by the ICJ in its Advisory Opinion of 23 July 

2025, the Paris Agreement sets out legally binding universal obligations on States 

regarding mitigation, adaptation, finance and technology, and transparency, including 

“making finance flows consistent with a pathway towards low greenhouse gas 

emissions and climate-resilient development.” (paragraph 223) 

b. AgriWatch (2025) findings. AgriWatch 2025 watchdog report by Green REV Institute 

identifies the urgent need to establish an independent center for knowledge and advocacy. 

This center would integrate data, law, and civil engagement to ensure that public funds 
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support safe food and the realization of the Right to Health instead of perpetuating 

harmful practices. 

International Cooperation: 

a. Cooperation should focus on redirecting public financing from animal-based systems 

toward: supporting research and implementation of agroecology and plant-based 

systems, and technology transfer for smallholders.  

b. Such cooperation for the protection of the environment is mandated as a matter of 

international law, as confirmed by the ICJ in its Advisory Opinion of 23 July 2025 (para. 

261: “State cooperation is a paramount principle in solving global problems”). 

Carbon markets 

Role of private enterprises and consumer rights violations: 

a. Risk of greenwashing and lack of reduction: Private enterprises, including retail 

chains, exploit market mechanisms (or lack thereof) to avoid responsibility for emissions. 

This is a form of violating consumers' right to full information and choice. 

b. Findings from Meat us half Way. The report revealed that major Polish retail chains are 

unwilling to disclose their efforts to reduce emissions from food production agriculture. 

This large-scale silence and the shifting of responsibility onto customers hinder market 

transformation and favor the perpetuation of climate-damaging systems. 

c. Postulate. Public authorities must prioritize binding regulations on mandatory Due 

diligence and transparency (compulsory Scope 3 emission reporting in the food sector) 

instead of relying on flawed carbon market mechanisms. 
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Nexus planning 

Utilizing successes (youth and access to remedies): 

a. Examples of success. Successful engagement of young people (15-18 years old) in 

advocacy processes and building awareness of intersectional crises (food security, 

climate, health) is a key success factor. 

b. Conclusions for planning. Planning at various levels must adopt an intersectional 

perspective and require public and financial actors (both public and private) to ensure: 

i. Access to information: Full transparency of public spending (as advocated by 

AgriWatch). 

ii. Meaningful participation: The inclusion of civil society organizations and youth 

(e.g., the Green REV Institute - Safe Food Federation coalition) in the creation of 

agricultural and climate policies. 

iii. Access to remedies: Investment in the development of local monitoring points 

(like the planned expansion of AgriWatch) to respond to local problems and 

create joint reports on the state of the environment and food safety.  
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